
 
 

 
 

 

KATLC Still Going Strong 
 
 

Loan Applications Keep on Coming!  
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 KATLC continues to experience an upswing 
in applications and loans.  From July 1 to 
September 30, the KATLC office received 43 
applications and made 23 loans.  In the first nine 
months of 2006, KATLC has averaged nearly 15 
loan applications per month.  The highest previous 
monthly average prior to this year occurred in 
2003 when 
KATLC received 
about 11 
applications per 
month. To date 
in 2006, 84 loans 
have been made 
for a total of 
$684,595. 

Hearing 
aids and 
modified vehicles 
remain the most 
commonly 
requested items.  
There have been 
17 applications 
for each in the 
last three months. Eleven of the hearing aid 
applications and nine of the modified vehicle 
applications were approved.  Together, the two 
items represented 79% of the applications and 90% 
of the approved loans. 

KATLC has now received applications from 
89 of Kentucky’s 120 counties and loans have been 
made in all areas of the states.  We hope to add 
additional counties to the list in the near future. 
 The biggest single factor in the continuing 
high rate of applications is improved customer 

service.  The KATLC staff is providing more 
timely and thorough assistance to applicants 
and KATLC’s lending partner, Fifth Third Bank 
of Kentucky has been doing its share to make 
the application process as simple and as quick 
as possible. 

Another factor in the higher rate of 
applications is the 
interest rate on 
KATLC loans.  The 
current KATLC rate 
of 5.5% remains 
very competitive, 
especially when 
compared to the 
current prime-
lending rate of 
8.25%. 
A third factor is the 
marketing being 
done by KATLC.  
Although limited in 
scope, it does 
appear to have 
been very 

effective.  KATLC recently revived its quarterly 
newsletter and the newly improved website is 
now regularly updated.  In addition, KATLC 
staff members have made several presentations 
at disability events including a Resource Day at 
the Center for Accessible Living in Louisville 
and another at the Big East Educational 
Cooperative in Ashland.  KATLC staff members 
remain willing to speak to your group.  Just call 
KATLC at 1-877-675-0195 to arrange a speaker 
for your group. 

 

Modified vehicles like this one remain one of the most frequently 
requested items for KATLC loans. 



 

Helpful Tips 

Assistance Available for Eye Care 

 

The Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC) offers low interest loans through its lending partner Fifth Third Bank for qualified applicants who 
need any type of equipment or home modification that will increase a person’s mobility or enable them to become more independent.   
 
For more information or to receive an application call Sarah Richardson or Nanci Shelden toll free at 1-877-675-0195. 
 
Update is a publication of the Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC). 
 
The Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, or marital status in employment, or provision of services provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation 
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in all program activities 
 
(Nanci Shelden, editor) 

The Diabetes Eye Care 
Program is designed for people who 
have diabetes, are 65 and older, are 
United States citizens or legal 
residents, have no vision insurance and 
have not seen an ophthalmologist in 
three or more years.  This program 
offers the same benefit as Seniors Eye 
Care and to discuss eligibility, call the 
Seniors Eye Care number, 1-800-222-
3937. 

The Glaucoma Eye Care 
Program is designed for United States 
citizens or legal residents who have not 
had an eye exam in 12 months or 
longer, are determined to be at 
increased risk for glaucoma (family 
history, race, age, etc.) and do not 
have vision insurance.  To discuss 
eligibility, call Seniors Eye Care 
Program 1-800-222-3937. 
 The Sight for Students 
Program will pay for the eye exam and 

glasses for children age 18 or younger 
and who are still enrolled in school.  
The Sight for Students program will 
give a gift certificate to the family of 
the child to take to a participating 
doctor to pay for their exam and 
glasses.  To qualify, the family must be 
at or below 200% of poverty and can 
not be a Medicaid recipient.  Children 
must be United States citizens or 
Documented Immigrants with a social 
security number and can not have used 
this program within the past 12 
months.  Call 1-888-290-4964 in order 
to find out more information on this 
program.  

Although KATLC does not 
provide loans for eyeglasses (they are 
usually below the minimum loan 
amount of $500), KATLC staff often 
receives requests for assistance for 
eye examinations and treatment.  
Here are a few resources that might 
be helpful to individuals who have 
difficulty affording adequate eye 
care. 

The Seniors Eye Care 
Program is for individuals who are 
United States citizens or legal 
residents, age 65 or older, who do 
not have vision insurance through an 
HMO or the Veterans Administration 
(VA), and have not seen an 
ophthalmologist in three or more 
years.  The program will pay for an 
eye exam and up to one year of 
treatment at no out-of-pocket costs.  
To determine eligibility, call 1-800-
222-3937. 

Many major automobile 
manufacturers offer some rebate 
assistance to customers with 
disabilities when they purchase 
mobility equipment.  Some of those 
programs include: 
 

Daimler Chrysler Automobility 
Program 
Telephone number: 1-800-255-9877 
Website: http://
www.automobility.daimlerchrysler. 
com/popper/index.html 
 
 

Ford Mobility Program 
Telephone numbers:   
1-800-952-2248, 1-800-833-0312 TTY 
Website:  http://
www.mobilitymotoringprogram.com/
mainpage.mob 
 
 
 
 

GM Mobility Program 
Telephone numbers: 1-800-323-9935,  
1-800-833-9935 TTY 
Website: http://www.gm.com/
automotive/vehicle_shopping/
gm_mobility/fa_gmmrp.html 
 

Honda Mobility Assistance 

Telephone number: 1-800-999-1009 
Website: http://automobiles.honda.com/
info/mobility_program.asp 
 

Toyota Mobility Program 
Telephone number: 1-800-331-4331 
Website: http://www.toyota.com/
mobility/ 
 

Volvo Mobility Program 
Telephone number: 1-800-458-1552 
Website: http://www.volvocars.us/
salesandservices/MobilityProgram/ 
 

 
 

The National Mobility Equipment 
Dealers Association (NMEDA) 
maintains a list of these programs 
with links to them on its website at:  
http://www.nmeda.org/
Manufacturer%20Rebate%
20Programs.htm  
 

The United States Department of 
Transportation publishes a brochure, 
"Adapting Motor Vehicles for People 
with Disabilities," that can provide 
valuable assistance.   Copies are 
available by calling 1-888-327-4236 or 
at www.nhtsa.dot.gov.  

Rebates Available for Modified Vehicles 


